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There are few places left on earth where simply going there seems extraordinary – but a 
trip north of the Arctic Circle still seems to signify the experience of something 
astonishing. This course takes up the history of human exploration and interaction in the 
Arctic, from the early days of the nineteenth century to the present, with a focus on 
contact between European and American explorers and the Eskimo, or Inuit as they are 
more properly known today. We read first-hand accounts and view dramatic films and 
documentaries that recount these histories, both from the Western and the Inuit side of 
the story. Each week, we’ll have new readings both in our books and online, and a 
response to one of that week’s blog posts is due.  There will also be a final paper of 4-6 
pages on a topic of the student’s choosing related to our course subjects. 
 
This summer, we’ll also have an unusual opportunity: I’ll be teaching the second half of 
the course from on board a ship in the Arctic! As I have in past summers, I’ll be aboard 
the research vessel Akademik Ioffe as part of a team of experts working with passengers 
on a series of expedition cruises. I’ll be in the Canadian Maritimes, Newfoundland and 
Labrador, and eventually in Nunavut heading up the coast of Baffin Island. I’ll be posting 
text, and some pictures (the limited bandwidth of the ship’s e-mail means that these will 
mostly be rather small ones) and posting/commenting on our class blog. 
 
 
 



COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
 
WEEK I. Introduction to class: “Why go there?” Reading: Krakauer, Into the Wild, 
chapters 1-10. 
 
WEEK II. The Fate of Franklin. Reading: Krakauer, Into the Wild, chapters 11-18 and 
Epilogue; Potter, “The Man Who Ate His Boots” (blog link). In-class film, Arctic 
Passage. 
 
WEEK III. Inuit traditional tales and legends. Reading: Millman: A Kayak Full of 
Ghosts. 
 
WEEK IV. Minik. Reading: Harper, Minik: The New York Eskimo: An Arctic Explorer, 
a Museum, and the Betrayal of the Inuit People. I’ll be blogging from the Canadian 
Maritimes. 
 
WEEK V. Inuit on Display and human zoos. Readings, Harper and Potter, “Early Arctic 
Films of Nancy Columbia and Esther Eneutseak” (blog link). I’ll be blogging from 
Hopedale, Labrador, the home of many Inuit who were later exhibited at World’s Fairs 
and zoos, including Esther Eneutseak. 
 
WEEK VI. Arctic Sovereignty and the Future of the Inuit. Readings: Nunatsiaq News, 
other contemporary texts (blog links), Alootook Ipellie, “A Frobisher Bay Childhood,” 
I’ll be blogging from Iqaluit, Nunavut, which is what Frobisher Bay is called today. 
 
 


