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November and December 2007

Hopefully, parents and
students have had an opportunity
to visit the refurbished Henry
Barnard School website. Although
our site has changed, the address
is the same: www.ric.edu/hbs .

One of the new features is
the academic calendar. By clicking
on a specific month parents and
students will be able to find the
scheduled HBS activities and
events.

Other revisions include a

direct link to reminders about the
Henry Barnard School procedures
to announce that school has been
delayed or cancelled because of
inclement weather. There are also
copies of Newsletters, information

about the laboratory school
conference at HBS in April,
information about the Parents’
Association, and general

information about the school.

2008 -2009 Sixth Grade

Aprroximately a month
ago families in our fifth grade
were asked to complete a
survey. The survey was intended
to determine the interest in
having their child attend sixth
rade at HBS in 2008 - 2009.
f the twenty-nine families in
fifth rade  twenty-seven
responded either electronically
or with a paper copy.

Of the respondents, six
indicated the would
“"definitively” enroll and eight
said they would “Erobably" enroll
in an HBS sixth grade. As a
comparison, at the close of
school in June 2007 there were
fifteen students who had paid a
deposit for sixth grade this

year, and only nine actually
chose to attend. The surve
results have been shared wit
Dean Eldridge and President
Nazarian. The feedback that I
have received indicates that, at
this time, there will probably
not be a sixth grade at the
Henry Barnard School in 2008 -
2009.

Our Guidance Counselor
has begun contacting other
independent  schools in the
reater Providence area.
epending upon their responses,
they will be asked to share
information about their sixth
and seventh grades with our
fifth and sixth graders.
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Gender Specific Activities at HBS
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“All future Henry
Barnard School
events will not be

limited by gender.”

A month ago two fifth grade
girls asked me if there was going fo
be a dance for them this year.
When it was explained that the
dance this year was scheduled to
be a boy's choice, they suggested
that the dance be “open” to any
HBS student accompanied by an
adult.  Their  question  and
suggestion was shared with the
HBS Parent Association Executive
Board.

Using email, the Executive
Board members shared their
comments with each other, and
ultimately completed a survey.
None of the Executive Board
members selected a "Boys Choice
Dance and a Girl's Choice Bowling"
for this year. (This was the choice
of a sub-committee last year.) Five
Board members selected a
combined boys/girls dance paired
with single gender activities such
as bowling, while seven members
selected an option that indicated
all events should be non-gender
specific. Two members preferred
to poll the HBS Community and one
member preferred a vote at a HBS
Executive Board meeting.
Additionally there were several
comments  requesting  further

discussion of options. At this point
I was asked to resolve the issue.

The discussion regarding
gender specific events for our
students has been ongoing for a
number of years. People on both
sides of the issue have strong
feelings and can make valid points.
In my mind the issue was reduced
to allowing all children the
opportunity to participate in all
events. None of the HBS students
should be denied, or even believe,
that they cannot attend an event.
Separate but equal activities for
boys and girls also doubles the
planning and requires twice as many
volunteers, but more importantly
"separate but equal” practices have
an unsuccessful history.

After considering all of the
options, I have decided that all
HBS activities will be non-gender
specific. This  will begin in
November 2007.

The answer to the two fifth
grade girls' question is: "Yes, they
will be able to attend the dance
with an adult of their choice".
Boys will also be able fo attend
with an adult of their choice.

Hectronic Toys and Devices

Students are strongly discouraged
from brining electronic toys or devices to
school. However, we also understand that
some children go to places after school
where fthese items may be used. If a
parent allows child to bring an electronic
device to school, that device must remain

in the child's backpack and turned off while
on the RIC Campus.

Please note that the school will not
assume responsibility for items that are
lost or stolen.
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School Cancellation

If school must be canceled
because of inclement weather, it will
be announced on the radio (WPRO, for
example) and on television (Channel 10,
for example). Most local radio and TV

stations are now sharing this
information  for  their  morning
announcements.  During  inclement

weather the Henry Barnard School will
automatically:
1) close if Rhode Island College is

closed,

2) delay if Rhode Island College
delays,

3) close if the Providence Public

Schools close, and
4) delay if the Providence Public
Schools delay.
In these instances, the Henry
Barnard School may not be announced

separately. Canceled school days will
be made up at a later date.

For families with internet
access, there is another method to
learn about school closings and delays.
The Channel 10 and Channel 12
websites offer a list of school
cancellations. Either website has a
section for current school closings.
These non-HBS sites will let you
quickly check school closings and
delays. If you check the list of schools
for our status, don't forget to check
the status of the Providence Public
Schools.
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NEW

Henry Barnard was one of the
great educational reformers of the 19th
century. Born in 1811, Henry Barnard
dedicated most of his time and resources
to educational reform. He was one of the
architects of the universal system of
public education in the Northeast and a
strong advocate of the education of
women. In his early twenties he
abandoned a promising career in law (he
graduated from Yale) and concentrated
on studying educational reforms. As a
legislator in Connecticut he drafted
legislation that established a state board
of education, and he subsequently
became the first secretary of that board.
He later moved to Rhode Island, where
he conducted a study of the state’s
schools and eventually became the first
commissioner of education in Rl. He
later returned to Connecticut where he

rewrote educational legislation,
developed an efficient model of school
supervision, published and edited a
variety of journals, including the
American Journal of Education. He later
became the chancellor of the University
of Wisconsin and the president of St.
John’s College in Annapolis. His final
professional appointment was as the first
U. S. Commissioner of Education, in
1867. He died in 1900 at the age of 89.

In addition to our own school, an
elementary school in Enfield,
Connecticut, a preschool to second
grade school in New Rochelle, New
York, and a scholarship program at the
University of Connecticut are named in
his honor.
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Henry Barnard Calendar of Events

Nov. 16  Clothing and Book Donations Due
Nov. 19 Orders for HBS Apparel Due
Nov. 19 Food Donations Due

Phone: 456-8801
one Nov. 21 Thanksgiving Recess - No School

Fax: 456-8128 Nov. 26 School Reconvenes
Nov. 26 Fifth and Sixth Grade Field Trip to Roberts Hall
Nov. 29 School Photograph Retakes
Nov. 30 Parent Conferences - No School for all students

Nov. 30 Explorations is in session, but call for reservations

Dec. 7 Third Grades visit Murray Center
Dec. 13 HBSPA Meeting 7:00PM
Dec. 24 Winter Recess - No School

We're on the Web!

See us at:
www.ric.edu/hhs
Jan. 2 School Reconvenes

Jan. 4 Kindergarten Lottery
Jan. 7 100™ Day of School
Jan. 10 HBSPA Meeting 8:30 AM

Jan. 18 Kindergarten Screening - No School for Kindergarten
Children

Jan. 21 Martin Luther King Day - No School

If you would like to volunteer to assist with children's activities, please
contact Eloise Mahoney at: Mahoneyhouse@cox.net. Thanks!




