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SUMMARY :

These guidelines set forth College policy and procedures regarding
conflict of interest related to sponsored projects involving
research, education, and community service. Their purpose is to
protect the credibility and integrity of the College’s faculty and
staff so that public trust and confidence in the College’s sponsored
activities are insured.

The College has a responsibility to manage, reduce, or eliminate any
actual or potential conflict of interest that may be presented by a
financial interest of an investigator. Thus, the College requires
that investigators disclose any significant financial interest that
may present an actual or potential conflict of interest in
relationship with a sponsored project. This obligation pertains to
both full-time and part-time faculty and staff. These rules are
issued pursuant to federal regulations promulgated by the National
Science Foundation and the United States Public Health Service and
conforms to the standards set forth therein. College personnel
should also remember that they are also subject to the Code of
Ethics set forth in Rhode Island General Laws 36-14-1 et seq. 1In
those instances where the Code of Ethics is more stringent than the
policy set forth below, the Code of Ethics shall prevail.

I. DEFINITIONS

A Conflict of Interest occurs when there is a divergence
between an individual’s private interests and his or her
professional obligations to the College such that an
independent observer might reasonably question whether the
individual’s professional actions or decisions are determined
by considerations of personal gain, financial or otherwise.

A conflict of interest depends on the situation and not on the
character or actions of the individual. For purposes of this
policy, a conflict of interest exists when the College,
through procedures described herein, reasonably determines
that a significant financial interest could directly and
significantly affect the design, conflict, or reporting of
sponsored projects.

Investigator means the principal investigator/project
director, co-principal investigators, and any other person at
the College who is responsible for the design, conduct, or
reporting of research, educational, or service activities
funded, or proposed for funding, by an external sponsor. In


















