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Conference at a Glance 

 

Wednesday, November 14th 
8:45   -  11:45          Pre-conferences   
11:00 -  5:00            Registration 
12:30 - 1:00            Welcome & Opening Remarks 
1:00   - 2:00  Keynote Address, Zachary Rossetti, Ph.D. 
2:00   -  2:30  Break (check in, etc) 
2:30   -  3:30   Concurrent Sessions 
3:45   -  4:45  Concurrent Sessions 
6:00   -  6:30  President’s Reception (Foyer) 
6:30   -  8:30  Dinner/Awards Banquet (Brenton) 
 

Thursday, November 15th 
7:00   -  9:00  Breakfast (Brenton) 
8:00   -  9:00  Division Meetings 
8:30   -  4:00  Exhibits Open 
9:15   -  10:15  General Session, NE/AER Business Meeting 
10:30 -  11:30  Concurrent sessions 
11:30 -  1:00  Lunch (exhibit area) 
1:00   -  2:00  Concurrent sessions 
2:00   -  3:00  Break & Vendor Raffle (exhibit area) 
3:00   -  4:00  Concurrent sessions 
4:15   -  5:15  Concurrent Sessions 
5:30   -  6:30  Concurrent Sessions  
6:30   -     Night On The Town! 
 

Friday, November 16th 
7:00   -  9:00  Breakfast (Brenton) 
8:30   -  9:30  Division Meetings 
9:45   - 10:45  Concurrent Sessions 
11:00 -  12:00  Concurrent Sessions 
12:15 -  12:45  Closing Remarks (Brenton) 
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From the Chapter President 
 
It is our pleasure to welcome you to Newport, RI for this year’s annual NE/AER 
conference. 
 
First, I’d like to take a minute to thank all the people who spent numerous hours 
planning and organizing to bring you this conference.  The process was led by 
the conference Co-Chairs, Donna Mitchell and Melissa Mabee, who worked 
tirelessly (and hopefully had a few laughs along the way) to oversee the process.  
 
The following are the chairs of the subcommittees, and of course, there are many 
others who pitched in as well: 
Program – Darick Wright, Tammy Reisman 
Host – Elizabeth Doyle-Payne, Jeanine Kent, Meredith Mahoney 
Registration – Clare Irwin, Louisa Chen 
Vendors – Dina Rosenbaum, Nancy Sharon 
Accessibility –David Rouby 
Gifts and Raffles – Sherri Tracey 
Social media – Robin Sitten, Heidi Munschy 
 
This years’ program is filled with presentations that I believe you will find to be 
educational and rewarding.  The theme of the conference, Guiding The Way, is a 
testament to how we as practitioners ‘guide the way’ with the students and adults 
we serve as well as how this years presenters can ‘guide the way’ to more 
learning and understanding in the field. 
 
Our annual conferences not only provide us with professional development but 
also create the opportunity for us to connect with our colleagues from within the 
region, and to have a little fun as well.  Over the course of the conference, I hope 
you sit in on some sessions that ‘guide’ your future practice, can connect with 
others from the region and get the opportunity to enjoy the camaraderie of your 
fellow workers. 
 
Have a great conference! 
Nancy 
Nancy Druke, NE/AER President 
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NE/AER Leadership 

Board of Directors 
 
President 
Nancy Druke 
 
Past President 
Rishi Connelly 

Treasurer  
Lori Cornelius 

      
  
 
President-Elect  
Faith Horter     

 
Secretary 
Eric Shaw  
 
 

Board Members at Large: 
Kathy Bagley 
Claudia Libis 
Sharon Marie 
Regina Mattrella 
Cindy Reed-Brown 
Hana Boxerman 
Tim Hindman 
Donna Mitchell 
Anne Isacco 
Catherine Summ 

 
Visit us at: www.neaer.umb.edu 

Facebook: NEAER 
Twitter@NEAERBOD 

http://www.neaer.umb.edu/
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Our Divisions 
 

Aging: Cammy Moraros  
 
Rehabilitation Counseling/ Employment:  
Tim Hindman 
 
Deaf-blind/MH and Infant-Toddler-Pre-school:  
Mary Johns & Dennis Gallant 

Education Curriculum/Itinerant Personnel:  

Michele Zordan & Jean Blakeslee 

Information and Technology: Chris Jarosz  
 
International Services & Global Issues:  
Callie Brusegaard 

Low Vision:  Karen Shane Cote 

Orientation and Mobility: Sharisse Roberts 

Psychosocial Services: Adele Geringer 

Personnel Preparation: Laura Bozeman 
 
Physical Activity & Recreation: 
 Michele Mason & Aisha Hixon 

VRT: Melinda Underwood & Aisha Hixon 
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Conference Committees 
 

Conference Chairs   
Donna Mitchell, Co-Chair  

 
Melissa Mabee, Co-Chair

Conference Host Committee 
Meredith Mahoney, Co-Chair      Jeanine Kent, Co-Chair        
Elizabeth Doyle-Payne, Co-Chair       

Conference Program Committee 
Tammy Reisman, Co-Chair Darick Wright, Co-Chair 
Tom Miller         Meg Robertson 
James Badger        Laura Merwin 
 
Registration Committee 
Louisa Chen, Co-Chair          Clare Irwin, Co-Chair 

Exhibits Committee 
Dina Rosenbaum, Co-Chair       Nancy Sharon, Co-Chair     

Accessibility Committee 
David Rouby, Chair   
 
Continuing Education Committee 
Nancy Sharon, Chair 
 
Social Media 
Heidi Munschy Co-Chair   Robin Sitten, Co-Chair 
 
Prizes and Raffles 
Sherri Tracey, Chair
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Thanks!   

 

A very special thank you to our sponsors for their 
generosity and support. 
 

Paul V. Sherlock Center on Disabilities at Rhode Island 
College 
 
University of Massachusetts- Boston, Vision Studies 
Program 
 
Gurney’s Newport Resort & Marina, Newport, RI 
 
Tony Muraco at Universal Window and Door, Marlboro, MA 
 
Jason Jarvis at New England Truck Solutions,  
North Smithville, RI 

 
Chris Butler, InSight, Warwick, RI 
 

Bill Kilroy, Vispero--VFO 
St. Petersburg, FL  
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13  
5:00pm   NE/AER Board Meeting  

 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14 

8:45 – 11:45  Pre-Conferences: 
Heritage  Accessible Digital Tables, Charts and Graphs from  

                    Kindergarten to Career - Diane Brauner, Ed Summers 

We’ve been using tactile graphics for a variety of subjects for hundreds of years. 
They will always be an effective instructional technology. However, they are 
expensive, time-consuming to create, and do not empower students with visual 
impairments or blindness (VIB) to pursue math and science independently in 
mainstream classrooms like their sighted peers. 
Students with VIB are now starting to use a digital technology called sonification  
to perceive certain types of graphics such as charts and graphs. Sonification 
uses sound to convey essential information using sound characteristics such as 
pitch and position between the left and right speakers. Sonification is used by 
the Orion TI-84 Talking Graphing Calculator, the Desmos online graphing 
calculator, and SAS Graphics Accelerator.This three-hour pre-conference 
workshop will teach you how to create and use accessible digital tables, bar 
charts, and line charts using SAS Graphics Accelerator 

 
Rose Island I Effective and Accurate FVEs and LMAs for All  

Students with Visual Impairments that Help Drive Instruction 
Programming - Ellen Mazel, Tammy Reisman, Anne Spitz 
This workshop will discuss effective instructional continuum for the expanded 
core curriculum and will discuss how to administer quality and effective functional 
vision and learning media assessments for students with visual impairments and 
students with visual and multiple impairments including students with diagnoses 
of CVI. Administering functional vision and learning media assessments are a 
crucial component of a TVI’s role within the educational team. In addition the 
presentation will discuss incorporating rubrics and formative evaluations into the 
assessment, reporting, and education of students with visual impairments. The 
most current research will also be discussed as well as educational best 
practices. This workshop will be beneficial for both veteran and new teachers. 
            

 

11:00 – 5:00   REGISTRATION 
Ballroom Foyer 
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12:30 – 2:00   WELCOME & OPENING KEYNOTE 

Brenton Hall  Friends Matter! Promoting Authentic Social Opportunities for 
All Zachary Rossetti, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Special Education, 

Boston University Wheelock College of Education & Human Development 

Dr. Rossetti is a former special education teacher and inclusion facilitator from 
New Hampshire. His current research focuses on social interaction and 
participation by individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities, and 
autism spectrum disorder. This includes the impact of teachers, 
paraprofessionals, parents and siblings on social interactions and community 
participation. 

 

2:00 – 2:30     Break (check-in, etc) 

2:30 – 3:30     CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
 

Brenton                  Follow-up with Dr. Zachary Rossetti 
Like what you heard in the keynote? Spend more time with Dr. Rossetti in this 
informal, Q&A session. 

 

Rose I   Igniting Power Successful Sourcing/Recruiting Career Training  
  for the Blind and Visually Impaired  
  – Robert “Bob” Richardson, Kate Coburn 

Igniting Power is an intense 8 week course of study developed by Orion Global 
Talent (OGT) to train blind/visually impaired professionals for virtual 
sourcing/recruiting volunteers. Inspired by MIT and Harvard’s edX education 
model, Orion’s program incorporates state of the art assistive technology and 
was developed with the assistance of Vermont Division for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired, Project Starfish, Univ. of Vermont Medical Center, The 

Sourcing Institute, Shally Steckerl 
 

Heritage Part 1: Students with CVI: Essential Partnerships for Diagnosis 
and Assessment– Barry S. Kran, OD, FAAO, Ellen Cadigan Mazel 

   The diagnosis and education evaluation of students with CVI required 
collaboration between all systems involved in student’s care and education. 
Key partners must include parents, students, low vision specialists, 
ophthalmologists, CVI educational evaluators, classroom teachers and 
therapists and agencies serving students. With this collaboration, diagnosis is 
confirmed and the student’s ocular and cortical/cerebral 
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Ballroom C         What In The World is O&M? – Bernadette Dawson, Emily Taul 
Come meet the author, Emily Taul, a student with a visual impairment and 
additional disabilities, who will discuss her senior project book entitled, “What in 
the World is O&M?” Emily will be interviewed by her COMS (and mentor for the 
book) and will talk about how the O&M skills that she has learned over the past 
decade have changed her life and why she chose to write a book about O&M for 
the general population 

 

Ballroom D Accessible Digital Documents for All  – John Brandt 
Today’s learning environment involves the use of instructional  
materials taking many digital forms. This workshop will help  
participants learn about what is needed to ensure their digital  
documents are accessible to all. - Understanding of the needs of people with 
disabilities and the Assistive Technologies used; What are digital documents –  
word processor documents, presentation applications, and PDFs; Methods/tools  
for assessing and work flows that increase success; and Where to find tons of  
free resources. 

 
Vanderbilt   Look Ma! No Tactile Graphics! Using sound to explore charts 

and graphs – Ed Summers 
Today’s learning environment involves the use of instructional materials 
taking many digital forms. This workshop will help participants learn about 
what is needed to ensure their digital documents are accessible to all. 

3:45 – 4:45   CONCURRENT SESSIONS  
 

Rose  1 Part 2: Students with CVI: Essential Partnerships for Diagnosis  
 and Assessment  
 – Barry S. Kran, OD, FAAO, Ellen Cadigan Mazel 

This is a continuation of part 1 and includes the diagnosis and education 
evaluation of students with CVI required collaboration between all systems 
involved in student’s care and education. Key partners must include parents, 
students, low vision specialists, ophthalmologists, CVI educational evaluators, 
classroom teachers and therapists and agencies serving students. With this 
collaboration, diagnosis is confirmed and the student’s ocular and 
cortical/cerebral educational needs are identified and optimal supports created 
for student access to learning. 
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Heritage Top 10 Technology Treasures – Steven Famiglietti 
There are many pieces of technology available to help people with low vision or 
blindness as they go through different phases of their lives.  Each day, we are 
presented with many challenges ranging from equal access during school to 
staying healthy and fit.  Join me as we explore and discover exciting new 
developments, apps, and tech supports addressing the needs of individuals with 
visual impairments in today’s fast paced world 
 

Ballroom C Successful Aging with Vision Loss as Told by the Experts  
 – Adele Geringer 

A panel of blind experts will share their expertise on their successful journeys in 
growing older with vision loss. 

 

Ballroom D What is a CATIS and How to Prepare for Certification  
 – Rachael Sessler Trinkowsky, Laura Bozeman 

This presentation will discuss the new certification, titled, “Certified Assistive 
Technology Instructional Specialist for People with Visual Impairments” (CATIS) 
from the Academy for Certification of Vision Rehabilitation & Education 
Professionals (ACVREP). It will also address the benefits of the CATIS 
Certification, the eligibility criteria categories, how to determine if you qualify or 
what steps are needed to become eligible, as well as how to explore resources, 
training opportunities and other materials to prepare for the CATIS Certification. 
Information will be presented for new programing being developed through the 
University of Massachusetts Boston, as well as other institutions. 

 
Vanderbilt  Pre-Employment Program through Outreach Short Courses 
  - Courtney Wescott, Marie Russo-Amaral, Kaitlyn Roberts 

The Pre-Employment Program is an intensive one-week residential program that 
equips young adults, ages 16-22 who are blind and visually impaired, with the 
skills necessary for workplace success. Young adults require more than 
academics for a successful future. Perkins experts teach an interactive program 
that includes job interview and readiness skills, career introductions and guided 
searches, jobsite visits, recreational activities and experiential learning paired 
with naturalistic teaching. 

 

6:00 – 6:30    President’s Reception Cocktails (cash bar)  
Ballroom Foyer 

 

6:30 – 8:30   Dinner/Awards Banquet & Raffle Prizes 
Brenton Hall 

 
 



 

13 

 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15 

7:00 – 9:00   BREAKFAST 

Brenton 

8:00 – 5:00     REGISTRATION DESK OPEN 

8:30 – 9:00   DIVISION MEETINGS 

Rose I  Orientation & Mobility  
Ballroom C  Itinerant Services 
Ballroom D  Rehabilitation Counseling/Employment 
Heritage  Infant & Preschool/Multiple Disabilities/Deafblind 
    

8:30 – 4:00    VENDOR EXHIBITS OPEN 

Ballrooms A&B  

 

9:00 – 10:15  GENERAL SESSION - NE/AER BUSINESS MEETING 

Brenton   - Raffle! 
       

10:30 – 11:30 CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
 

Rose 1 Accessing Content: The ECC Connection  
 – Kate LeBlanc, Sue Sullivan 

TVIs are generally considered “access experts” while general education 
teachers are often thought of as “content experts”.  In this presentation, you will 
learn about examples of math and literacy games as well as other informal 
learning activities.  These can help bridge the gap between access and content 
across a variety of ability levels while increasing student engagement as well as 
fun!  ECC skills, social skills, and methods for meaningful inclusion will be 
emphasized, as applicable to a variety of school contexts.  Using their 
experiences in both public and private educational settings, presenters Sue 
Sullivan and Kate LeBlanc (both currently content area TVIs) aim to provide 
fellow professionals in the field with practical suggestions that support students’ 
confidence in learning. 
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Heritage Paths to Technology – Diane Brauner 
Should I update my software? How do you create an accessible PowerPoint? 
How can I start a blind preschooler on an iPad? Is there an accessible app that 
.? This session introduces participants to Paths to Technology, a teacher-
friendly resource that answers these tech questions and more! Paths to 
Technology is a Perkins eLearning website created to assist educators, families 
and students to learn about and stay current on ever-changing technology for 
students with visual impairments and blindness. Read posts, watch videos, use 
lesson plans, follow curriculums; Paths to Technology has a wide variety of 
posts covering all types of technology for students with visual impairments of all 
ages and abilities. This session will provide an overview about the website, how 
to find desired topics on the website and how you and/or your students can 
share information with the Paths to Technology community! 

 

Ballroom C INSIGHT On The Move Summer O&M Camp – Christopher Butler 
For the past five years INSIGHT has collaborated with the Sherlock Center on 
Disabilities to offer a two-week orientation and mobility summer camp. The 
program helps the participants to gain new skills, increase their self-confidence, 
and learn how to be more independent. INSIGHT Executive Director Christopher 
Butler will provide an overview of the program, how the collaboration works, and 
how the agency has found the funding to make it happen. 

 

Ballroom D Science Literacy Curriculum: Supporting Students with Visual 
Impairments in the Science Classroom 

  – Becky Vercollone, Kate Fraser 
Through hands-on activities and discussion, Kate and Becky will introduce the 
Science Literacy Curriculum. They will show ways in which the curriculum can be 
useful for both classroom based and itinerant teachers for supporting and 
teaching science concepts and literacy for students with VI and MDVI. 
Participants will develop a tool kit to use with all students, and explore ways that 
science education contributes to the development of all aspects of literacy 

 
Vanderbilt   Novel Virtual Reality Based Assessments of Visual Search 

Performance in Ocular and Brain-based Visual Impairment – 
Christopher Bennett, Ph.D. 
Recent technological advancements such as virtual reality (VR) allow for new 
opportunities to improve upon traditional vision assessments, by providing novel 
objective and ecologically valid measurements of performance, and the 
investigation of their neural basis. This presentation highlights results from 
testing using two virtual reality based environment simulations (specifically, 
searching for a target toy or individual in a crowd) combined with eye tracking 
technology developed to assess visual search performance in both ocular and 
brain based visual impairment.  

. 
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11:30 – 1:00     LUNCH  (in Exhibit Area) 
 Seating with tables is in Brenton, adjacent to the exhibit area 
 
 

1:00 – 2:00   CONCURRENT SESSIONS  
 

Rose  1 What’s Next? Developing Calendar Box Systems for Children 
with CVI, Low Vision, and Blindness – Peggy Palmer 
In this presentation, we will look at who could benefit from a calendar system, 
how to build them for maximum accessibility, best ways to present and teach the 
systems to the students. I will present both the theoretical underpinnings (Blaha, 
Morse, etc) and video clips, documenting one student’s progress over two years. 
We will look at considerations for building the systems for children with CVI, low 
vision and blindness. 
 

Heritage  Indoor Navigation Using iBeacons: Lessons Learned From A 
Pilot Project – Esteban Wu, Ed Summers, Diane Brauner 
You may have heard about technology that enables people with visual 

impairments or blindness to navigate unfamiliar buildings independently. Does it 

really work? This session will describe a pilot deployment of the BlindSquare 

Beacon Positioning System at INSIGHT in Rhode Island. We’ll show you how it 

works and share lessons learned. 

 

Ballroom C Don’t Forget About Us! – Sara Espanet, Wendy Buckley 
Can  Can children with complex needs and multiple disabilities really learn braille? 

Come visit this classroom of diverse learners in the Deafblind Program at Perkins 
where the presenters will share successful strategies, ideas, games, activities, 
and adaptations for the Unique Learning system to engage students with deaf-
blindness who are learning to read and write braille alongside their peers who 
have visual impairments and multiple disabilities. 

 

Ballroom D The “Sweet Spot” for Magnification: Refraction and its impact on 
magnification – Karen Shane Cote 

W Why does a person with Low Vision hold the magnifying device too close or too 
far and insist that, that is where the target is the clearest, when you know it is not 
the focal distance for the device?  Would you say, it’s ok if the person sees 
clearly at that distance?  What other issues might there be? This presentation will 
uncover and explain some of the reasons that this situation will occur 

 

Vanderbilt   Training Teachers of Teachers with Multiple Disabilities in 
Shanxi Province, China – Lisa Jacobs 
Between 2015 and 2018, Perkins International held in-service trainings on 
foundational approaches (5 big ideas) for working with children with multiple 
disabilities and visual impairment at the Chinese Disabled People’s Federation 
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Preschool in Shanxi Province, China.  Follow up mentoring was completed to 
ensure that knowledge and skills were transferred to the classroom.  This 
conversation will highlight the results and lessons learned from the teacher in-
service training and case study. 

 

2:00 – 3:00      BREAK & VENDOR RAFFLE 
Ballroom A&B 
 

3:00 – 4:00   CONCURRENT SESSIONS  
 

Rose  1 Low Vision and the Social Isolation of Elders  
 – Richard Jamara, O.D., F.A.A.O. 

With the exploding aging population, caregivers need to understand the 
connection of low vision to the problem of social isolation. I am associated with 
the Boston based group of FriendshipWorks. They have the goal to “activate a 
network of interdisciplinary support for elders with vision loss in an effort to 
reduce social isolation, connect elders to low vision rehabilitation and support 
elders to live safe, meaningful and connected lives.” As a low vision optometrist 
my presentation will highlight examples of how low vision rehabilitation will 
contribute to goal. 

 
Heritage Alexa, Can You Hear Me? – Wendy Buckley 

“Alexa, turn on the fan.” “Alexa, play some country music.” Alexa is an intelligent 
personal assistant accessed through smart devices such as the Amazon Echo or 
Dot.  How can children with visual impairments and multiple disabilities harness 
the power of these smart devices through augmentative communication 
applications and devices? Come see how to make choices, control the 
environment, and just have fun! 

 
Ballroom C VISTARS at the Y: A Community Recreation Program for Teens 

with Visual Impairments  
  – Janet Ulwick-Sacca, Erin Buckley, Kara Peters 

ViStars and Torigian Family YMCA Peabody have partnered to provide an 
afterschool program designed specifically for students with visual impairments 
who are interested in a structured exercise program and exploration of 
recreational opportunities in their community. The program is two fold; to foster 
student engagement with peers with similar experiences through life fitness skills 
and task-oriented activities, promoting cooperation, self-determination, and 
teamwork, and to provide a supportive environment for building confidence the 

students and greater sense of enjoyment with regard to physical activity. 
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Ballroom D Literacy for Students Who Are Deafblind  
 – Marguerite Tibaudo, Megan Connaughton 

This presentation focuses on the various literacy adaptations, accommodations, 
and educational strategies used in classrooms for students who are deafblind 
with multiple disabilities. Literacy formats will include storyboxes, tactile books, 
and ideas on how to promote the inclusion of literacy across environments. 
 

Vanderbilt   Working with Culturally Diverse Students and Families  
 – Callie Brusegaard, Ph.D. 

This session will provide information, considerations, and teaching strategies for 
working with culturally diverse students and families. Topics covered will include 
cultural competency, school supports, EL teaching strategies, and lessons 
learned. 

 
 

4:15 – 5:15   CONCURRENT SESSIONS  
 
Rose  1 Low Vision Wearables – An Extensive Overview  
 – Scott Krug, Bob McGillivray 

Advances in the area of wearable low vision technology are happening at an 
increasingly faster pace. Presenters will provide a comprehensive overview of 
the most common wearable technology products  

 
Heritage CVI & IEP – Just What is an Appropriate “Vision Goal”?  
 – Lori Spencer 

Writing IEP goals can be daunting at best; throwing CVI into the mix can cause 
some to jump overboard. This is a working session to brainstorm, discuss, and 
learn how to write meaningful AND measurable IEP goals for our students with 
CVI. 

 
Ballroom C  Adjustment to the Challenges of Vision Loss: How You Can Help 
   – James Badger, M.Ed., VRT 

This presentation will describe the process of adjustment to life with vision loss 
and blindness and will outline helpful strategies and interventions that may be 
utilized to assist consumers as they engage in this process. This training will 
discuss the ways vision loss impacts a person’s life as well as the stages of 
adjustment to blindness. 
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Ballroom D Mobility 411 – Judi Lambert, Donna Mitchell,  
 Bernadette Dawson, Melissa Mabee 

Whether you are a new COMS or a seasoned pro, there is always something 
new to learn, or just be reminded about to add to our toolboxes.  During this 
session we will review some of the most helpful tools in the industry and 
welcome you to share yours as well.  We will be sharing resources such as 
handouts, assessments, informational documents and more that we have found 
helpful in our combined 40+ years of experience in the field.   So, come get the 
411 on what helps us be the best COMS we can be. 

 
Vanderbilt   “I Won’t Need a Computer”. Student’s misconceptions about 

technology needs for college – Ashley Colburn, Eileen Curran 
Advanced technology designed specifically for the blind is growing in popularity.  As 
a result, some high school students are losing their desire and ability to use more-
mainstream technology, such as a laptop computer with adaptive software.  Many 
students believe they will be able to succeed in college or a vocational setting with 
their braille notetaker or iPhone alone.  Research as to whether this belief is true or 
not is lacking.  Join a discussion-based presentation regarding the results of 
interviews conducted with successful college students around the country.  Learn 
what benefits different technologies offer, the dangers of limiting oneself to a single 
device, and the evidence needed to help convince rising college students that being 
able to use a computer is vital to their success. 

 

 
5:30-6:30   CONCURRENT SESSIONS  
 
Rose  1 The State of Mac OS and VoiceOver in 2018 – John Panarese 

This session will discuss the current state of the VoiceOver screen reader on the 
Mac OS High Sierra and the state of Mac in both the workplace and in education 

 
Heritage Eye Gaze Technology: More Than Meets the Eye! 
  – Wendy Buckley 

Eye gaze technology provides a means of using one’s eyes for hands-free 
interaction with a computer. It is frequently used as an access method for 
augmentative communication systems. But there's more to the story! How can 
eye gaze technology provide valuable insight into our students’ visual skills? 
How can we use data collected by powerful training and analytic software to 
design educational interventions? Let’s dig deeper and look at how eye gaze 
technology can change what we know about our students’ vision. 
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Ballroom C Tips for Implementing Remote Assistive Technology Training  
 – Rachel Sessler Trinkowsky, Ph.D., Laura Bozeman, Ph.D. 

Many agencies serving people with visual impairments cover large territories. To 
meet the high demand for assistive technology training, The Lighthouse of Palm 
Beaches have been implementing a variety of remote technologies for participants 
ranging from grade school to older adults.. Learn about how remote assistive 
technology training can help expand services and outreach. Remote training to 
provide instruction for touch typing, computers, smart phones and tablets, as well as 
a variety of different assistive technology devices will be discussed.  
Several tools will be discussed and demonstrated including: LogMeIn Rescue, 
Remote Incident Manager (RIM) from Serotek, Skype, remote software built into 
screen readers, as well as other options. We will discuss the pros and cons of each 
of these remote technologies, as well as important considerations when conducting 
remote training.  
 

Ballroom D Learning O&M Skills vs Using O&M Skills. Skills students 
need to become successful 21st century citizens of their 
communities and the world. – Meg Robertson 
Most TVIs and COMS have difficulty explaining the need for O&M throughout a 
student’s school program.  They often hear “the student is too young”, “it is too 
dangerous”, “O&M can be only provided on school campus”, “there is no public 
transit in our town” the student will never travel independently” or the student/family 
refuses training.  This presentation will address solutions and ways for COMS and 
TVIs to help guide families and school teams on how the lack of O&M skill 
development and training will negatively impact a lifetime. 

 
Vanderbilt   From Couch Potato to Marathon Runner – Robert Sanchas 

A journey from locking myself in a dark room, getting a college education, joined a 
rowing team of blind veterans, and trained as a blind/visually impaired runner (who 
ran 5 marathons and 12 half-marathons across 6 states and 3 countries in 366 
days). This will be a session on self-realization and perseverance. After losing my 
vision I went to RIC (Rhode Island College) in 2010 (24 years after my High School 
graduation); graduated with honors at RIC with a degree in Elementary Education 
with a concentration in Special Education. 

 
 

6:30 -  Out On the Town! 
 Free hotel shuttle to downtown Newport 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
 
7:00 – 8:30     BREAKFAST  
Brenton 
 
8:00 – 9:00  REGISTRATION DESK OPEN 
 
8:30 – 9:30     DIVISION MEETINGS 
Rose I  PsychoSocial Services 
Ballroom C  Low Vision/Information Technology 
Ballroom D  Vision Rehabilitation Therapy/Aging  
Heritage  Personnel Preparation 
    

9:45 – 10:45  CONCURRENT SESSIONS  
 

Rose  1 Visual Impairment Scale of Service Intensity of Texas – VISSIT: 
Practice session using the VISSIT to determine service intensity 
– Shannon Darst, Ph.D.   
The Visual Impairment Scale of Service Intensity (VISSIT) is a research-based 
tool developed to help TVIs determine the appropriate type and amount of 
service for a student with a visual impairment based on the student’s needs 
identified in the evaluation. The VISSIT has been found to be a statistically 
reliable and valid tool for determining service intensity.  Attendees will have a 
hands-on experience in completing a VISSIT on a case-study student during this 
session. 

 
Heritage O&M and Technology – How do I make this work? 

  Cancelled 

 

Ballroom C  Learning Media Assessment: Foundational Tool for Literacy for 
All Students – Tom Miller 
The use of Learning Media Assessment arose out of the legislation concerning 
the need to assess students with visual impairments and make decisions about 
literacy interventions. The initial focus was on Braille, print and audio options. 
Whether utilizing the original LMA or the adapted FVLMA formats, the changing 
population of students can also benefit regarding appropriate literacy and 
learning modalities. This interactive session will look at the role of LMA in our 
literacy decision making for students with visual impairments and additional 
disabilities including deaf-blindness. 
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Ballroom D Overcoming Barriers to Providing Low Vision Rehabilitation 
– Alexis G. Malkin, O.D. F.A.A.O. 
The aging population has led to an increase in both the incidence and 
prevalence of people with vision impairment. Many of these patients are not 
able to or do not access low vision services. This course will address the 
common barriers to providing low vision care. These include reduced 
reimbursement rates, extended chair time, transportation issues and patient 
expectations. It will describe a model for low vision rehabilitation that can be 
integrated into practices of optometrists and other vision rehabilitation 
providers 

 
Vanderbilt   Tap Into Your Guidance System, Break Down Barriers and 

Maximize Your Potential – Charlie Collins 
How to recognize your blocks, allowing yourself to tap into your pre-installed 
inner GPS – inner guidance system and transform the way. 
Move from poor me, self-pity, victim mindset – to seeing what is possible no 
matter what.  This presentation is inspiring, motivational, interactive, and 
teaches how to see more clearly. Great for those working with Low Vision- 
Blindness. We don’t see with our eyes, we see with our brains and with a 
happy, healthy, clear brain anything is possible. 

 

11:00 – 12:00   CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
 
Rose  1 INNERVISIONS:The need for vision services for individuals 

with multiple impairments – Steve Jordan, COMS 
There is a void of Vision Services for Individuals with 
Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities. Although (roughly) 1 in 4 individuals 
with I/DD have a visual impairment, only a fraction has access to vision 
services. Through research and case studies we will examine the main 
causes for this gap in service. 

  
Heritage Teaching Basic Science and Math Concepts Through 

Horticulture: It’s as Easy as 1, 2, 3. – Margie Carney, Deborah 
Krause 
Through our collaboration co-teaching the first MCAS Alternate science class 
through Horticulture at Perkins School for the Blind, and consulting, we will 
share our ideas and expertise for teaching basic science and math concepts 
through Horticulture for students with visual impairments and multiple 
disabilities.  Horticulture is an excellent way to provide sensory rich, concrete 
and hands on experiences.  Horticulture activities can be easily adapted to 
address general science concepts including organization, diversity and 
change.  Horticulture can also be adapted to address basic math concepts 
including number sense, spatial reasoning, measuring, organizing data and 
identifying patterns.  We will guide you with our shared knowledge to plan 
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lessons and to select interesting plant materials. Through our powerpoint 
and group participation in hands-on activities, you will learn adaptive 
techniques and use assistive devices to insure that learning is accessible for 
all. 

 
Ballroom C Upping Your AT Game for Low Vision Access in the Math 

Classroom - Allie Futty 
As math classrooms become increasingly interactive and technology-based, 
students with low vision can be left behind without a teacher of the visually 
impaired who is aware of both specialized and mainstream technology 
approaches to math classroom inclusion. Even those students who appear 
to function near or at grade level in other subject areas can quickly be 
impacted by the visual demands of math. This presentation will focus on 
both tools and strategies for making sure low vision students have a leg up 
in the math classroom. This will include both looking at how to use 
mainstream, widely available technologies as well as more specialized 
assistive technology solutions. 

 
Ballroom D Are We Doing Enough? Preparing our students for 

technology demands and expectations of college.  
 – Leslie Thatcher, Kate Katulak, Hyuantran Vo 

College bound BVI students are expected to arrive at college with a virtual 
tool box of skills. Disability Services Offices, while providing accessible 
materials, do not support students in onboarding via college websites, 
learning platforms, and other web-based, and computer based technologies. 
We will explore our observations, from College Success students hailing 
from 7 states, offer low impact suggestions, and will open the floor for 
additional discussion and explorations for solutions both now and into the 
future. 

 
Vanderbilt   How it Took a Village to Help a Veteran Return to Work  
 – Katie McCormick, Karen Shane Cote, John McMahon 

Each individual we serve this touched by more than one service, at times 
those services are housed in the same organization sometimes not. When 
an individual needs to access services from multiple organizations to meet 
their goals that individual’s team needs to come together and identify how 
they are going to collaborate to make the best of each team members 
specialty. Teams can be either an interdisciplinary team for multi discipline 
teams. As a member of the team, should be able to identify which type of 
teams they are part of. This case study will look at one veteran’s 
interdisciplinary team, what made it an interdisciplinary team versus a 
multidisciplinary team, applying for a job, being offered the job, and 
managing services to orient to the new job. 
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12:15 – 12:45       CLOSING REMARKS 
Brenton  
 
1:00 -2:30             2018 & 2019 NE/AER Conference Committee Meeting 
 

 

 

Duxbury Systems 

NOW Shipping Version 12.4  

The most flexible easy to use tool yet 

For windows 10 & Mac! 
Your accessible solution for braille. 

 

REAL BRAILLE SOLUTIONS NOW! 

UEB NOW! 
    UEB with Nemeth 

    Convert old EBAE brf files to UEB 

*NEW SWIFT version for Office & Windows 10 

*NEW BRAILLE TEMPLATE for MS WORD 

*Office 2016 Excel, Word, & more 

*supports new braille embossers  
*supports over 170 language variants, & more! 

    

  Nemeth production & UEB math 

    Tactile graphics 

       Integrated braille & graphics 
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● Supports Tactile View Graphics Files 
● Tactile Graphics in your braille document 
● Free custom braille tools for MS WORD 
● FREE QuickTac tactile graphics software   

• FREE Perky Duck braille educational software 

http://www.duxsys.com          info@duxsys.com 

978-692-3000 

Exhibitors 
 
Adaptive Sports New England 
89 South St, Suite 603 
Boston, MA 02111 
617-690-9103 
Ann Levam 
ann.levarn@adaptivesports.org 
 
AdaptiVision 
5 Grant Road 
Lynnfield, MA 01940 
(781) 334-2004 
Stuart Flom 
stu@videomagnification.com 
 
American Printing House for the Blind 
1839 Frankfort Ave 
Louisville, KY 40299 
502-899-2367 
Janie Blome 
jblome@aph.org 
 
Aira Tech Corp 
4250 Executive Square #200 
La Jolla, CA 92037 
(858) 876-2472 
Marty Watts 

Marty.watts@aira.io 
 
Carroll Center for the Blind 
770 Centre Street 
Newton, MA 02458 
(617) 969-6200, x216 
Kathy Felt 
Kathy.felt@carroll.org 
 
Duxbury 
270 Littleton Rd, #6 
Westford, MA 01886 
978-692-3000 
Neal Kuniansky 
Neal@duxsys.com 
 
Guiding Eyes for the Blind 
611 Granite Spring Road 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 
(800) 942-0149 
Kathy Rooney 
krooney@guidingeyes.org 
 
HumanWare 
1 UPS Way 
P.O. Box 800 

http://www.duxsys.com/
mailto:info@duxsys.com
mailto:ann.levarn@adaptivesports.org
mailto:jblome@aph.org
mailto:Kathy.felt@carroll.org
mailto:Neal@duxsys.com
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Champlain, NY 12919 
(800) 722-3393, x251 
Kate Morrow 
Kate.morrow@humanware.com 
 
InsideVision 
30 Saint Could Avenue 
Needham, MA 02492 
781-799-2971 
Igor Feinberg 
igor.feinberg@insidevision-us.com 
 
The Iris Network 
189 Park Ave 
Portland, ME 04102 
207-512-6872 
John McMahon, Karen Shane Cote 
jmcmahon@theiris.org 
LS&S, LLC 
145 River Rock Drive 
Buffalo, NY 14207 
(800) 468-4789, x218 
Jason Dean Neeland 
jean@lssproducts.com 
 
LVI AMERICA, Inc. 
150 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 1950 
Chicago, Illinois 60601, USA 
 (888) 781-7811 
Charlie Collins 
charlie.collins@lviamerica.com 
 
National Braille Press 
88 Saint Stephen Street 
Boston, MA 02115 
(617) 437-0456 Tony Grima 
agrima@nbp.org  
 

New England Low Vision & Blindness 
799 West Boylston Street,  
Suite 140 
Worcester, MA 01606 
(508) 853-8200, x212 
Scott Krug 
Scott@nelowvision.com 
 
 
New England Low Vision & Blindness 
799 West Boylston Street,  
Suite 140 
Worcester, MA 01606 
(508) 853-8200, x212 
Scott Krug 
Scott@nelowvision.com 
 
Perkins School for the Blind 
175 North Beacon Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
(617)972-7476 
Amy Ferreira 
Amy.ferreira@perkins.org 
 
VisionCam 
136 Roosevelt Ave 
Norwood, MA 02062 
617-759-1539 
Marilyn Davidson 
marilyn.davidson@visioncam.life 
 
Vispero--VFO 
11800 31st CT N 
St. Petersburg, FL 33716 
(800) 444-4443 
Bill Kilroy 
BKilroy@VFOGroup.com 

 

 

 

mailto:Kate.morrow@humanware.com
mailto:igor.feinberg@insidevision-us.com
mailto:jmcmahon@theiris.org
mailto:charlie.collins@lviamerica.com
mailto:marilyn.davidson@visioncam.life
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The renowned Carroll Center for the Blind offers a variety of vision-related 

rehabilitation services and programs for children, teens, young adults, adults 

and seniors that include: 
• Independent Living Skills Instruction. 

• Educational Professionals serving students in their schools. 

• Technology Instruction on computers, tablets, smartphones and 

notetakers. 

• Orientation and Mobility to travel independently and safely. 

• Vocational transition program for young adults. 

• Low Vision Services for all ages to maximize the use of their remaining 

vision. 

• The Carroll Store sells over 500 low vision and blindness products. 

• Internships for those studying in the field of vision education and allied 

professions.  

SERVING ALL AGES AND  

ALL STAGES OF VISION 

LOSS 
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• Accessibility Services including website evaluations, usability studies, user 

testing and consulting. 

 

Join our Team! The Carroll Center employs the largest group of blindness 

professionals in New England. Consider joining our nationally recognized team 

and let us help you flourish professionally. Signing bonus for TVIs! 

 
Discover Newport 

 
Welcome to Newport, Rhode Island.  We hope you are enjoying the 2018 NE/AER 
Conference “Guiding the Way”. Here are a list of local restaurants, shopping areas, 
and things to do around town. ENJOY! 
 
Restaurants 
 
Newport Institutions 
• Brick Alley Pub – Pub style comfort food. http://brickalley.com 
• Castle Hill -  Specializing in fine dining. https://www.castlehillinn.com/dining 
• Salvation Café – Eclectic, locally sourced cuisine http://salvationcafe.com 
• The Black Pearl – The Black Pearl Tavern - specializing in Seafood, Grill items and 
Sandwiches. The Black Pearl Commodore’s Room - specializing in fine dining 
https://www.blackpearlnewport.com 
• The Mooring – Specializing in Seafood. https://www.mooringrestaurant.com 
• The Red Parrot – Eclectic American cuisine, entrees, burgers, sandwiches and 
salads. http://www.redparrotrestaurant.com 
• 22 Bowen’s – Specializing in Steak & Seafood, Fine Dining. 
https://www.22bowens.com 
 
Mexican 
• Diego’s- Authentic Mexican cuisine. http://diegosnewport.com 
• Perro Salado – Authentic Mexican cuisine. http://www.perrosalado.com 
 
Italian 
• Lucia – Classic Italian cuisine. https://www.luciarestaurant.com 

http://brickalley.com/
https://www.castlehillinn.com/dining
http://salvationcafe.com/
https://www.blackpearlnewport.com/
https://www.mooringrestaurant.com/
http://www.redparrotrestaurant.com/
https://www.22bowens.com/
http://diegosnewport.com/
http://www.perrosalado.com/
https://www.luciarestaurant.com/
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• Mamma Luisa Ristorante – specializing in fine dining and authentic Italian cuisine. 
https://www.mammaluisa.com 
• Pasta Beach – Classic Italian cuisine. https://www.pastabeach.com 
• Sardella’s- Classic Italian cuisine. http://sardellas.com 
 
 
Seafood 
• Benjamin’s Restaurant & Raw Bar – specializing in locally sourced seafood. 
http://www.benjaminsrawbar.com 
• The Mooring – Specializing in Seafood. https://www.mooringrestaurant.com 
• The Black Pearl – The Black Pearl Tavern - specializing in Seafood, Grill items and 
Sandwiches. The Black Pearl Commodore’s Room - 
specializing in fine dining https://www.blackpearlnewport.com 
 
Things to Do 

• Newport Mansions newportmansions.org 

• Newport Art Galleries www.newportgalleries.org 

• Public Access Walk www.newportwaterfront.org  

• Cliff Walk www.cliffwalk.com 

• Touro Synagogue www.tourosynagogue.org 

• Fort Adams State Park www.fortadams.org  

• Newport Vineyards www.newportvineyards.com  
 
Shopping Districts 

• Shopping @ Brick Market www.brickmarketnewport.com  

• Shopping @ Bowen’s Wharf bowenswharf.com 

• Shopping @ Bellevue District www.bellevueshoppingdistrict.com 

• Shopping @ Thames Street www.newport-discovery-guide.com 
 
 

Transportation  
Free hotel shuttle runs on a loop every half hour to Bowen’s Wharf 
area 

 

https://www.mammaluisa.com/
https://www.pastabeach.com/
http://sardellas.com/
http://www.benjaminsrawbar.com/
https://www.mooringrestaurant.com/
https://www.blackpearlnewport.com/
http://newportmansions.org/
http://www.newportgalleries.org/
http://www.newportwaterfront.org/
http://www.cliffwalk.com/
http://www.tourosynagogue.org/
http://www.fortadams.org/
http://www.newportvineyards.com/
http://www.brickmarketnewport.com/
http://bowenswharf.com/
http://www.bellevueshoppingdistrict.com/
http://www.newport-discovery-guide.com/
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