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Hi folks, 
 

My apologies for the lateness of this 

BHDDH Bulletin issue!  The summer was 

busier than we anticipated, but it is nice to get back 

into a routine. 
 

You may have heard that our first Report of the 

Court Monitor, which details the progress on the 

Department of Justice Consent Decree was issued 

in August.  
 

The Court Monitor’s Report reviews the first year of 

the Consent Decree implementation. The Monitor 

noted that, “The Office of the Governor strongly 

supports the accomplishment of the goals and out-

comes of the Consent Decree. The State’s new ad-

ministration has reinvigorated efforts among state 

agencies to accomplish the changes necessary to 

meet the terms of the Consent Decree. Key admin-

istration officials, department heads and staff 

across state government agencies are working to 

bring about needed changes." 
 

We were pleased to see that the Monitor recog-

nized our efforts as we implement the Consent De-

cree and make Rhode Island a better place for 

those living with disabilities. State Consent Decree 

Coordinator Andrew McQuaide and DD Director 

Charles Williams, along with their staffs, have done 

a tremendous amount of work which is demon-

strated  in the report and we are very appreciative. 
 

Finally, I hope you will join me at our DD communi-

ty meeting. The details about the meeting are in 

the Save the Date article on the left.  Just like last 

time, there will be an open agenda - I look  

forward to meeting with everyone!   

 

            Maria  

The Director’s Corner 

As you know, this year marked the 25th anniversary of the Americans 

with Disability Act. While there were numerous events marking this 

significant occasion across the state, I was pleased to attend  Congress-

man Jim Langevin’s commemoration at the Paul V. Sherlock Center on 

Disabilities at RI College.  The event took place on the actual anniver-

sary, July 26th. Along with Sherlock Center Director, Anthony Antosh, 

the Congressman brought together advocates who continue to fight for increased 

access and inclusion for individuals with disabilities.  
 

The speaking panel included Gary Balletto, a former boxing champion who has be-

come as a strong disability advocate in the two years since an accident that left him 

paralyzed; Katie Lowe of the Down Syndrome Society of Rhode Island and a repre-

sentative of the Developmental Disabilities Council; and Alyssa Silva, founder of 

Working on Walking, a non-profit organization dedicated to raising awareness and 

funds for spinal muscular atrophy. 
 

The Governor’s Commission on Disabilities held a lovely event at the Eisenhower 

House in Newport with many agencies displaying information. It is always enjoyable 

to see members of the DD community.  Kudos to Bob Cooper and staff for a great 

afternoon! 
 

Governor Raimondo marked the anniversary by signing RI’s new ABLE bill. The legisla-

tion, sponsored by Senator Adam Satchell and Representative Robert Nardolillo, al-

lows an individual who has a physical or development disability that occurred before 

age 26, to create a tax-free, federally recognized savings 

plan to support services when they reach adulthood. The 

accounts will not qualify as assets for determining income 

eligibility for state or local assistance programs. We are 

very pleased that the legislation has become law. 

 

 

 

Who’s Listening? 

CPNRI is hosting a seminar with David Hingsburger on Thursday, Sept 17th from 8:30-
4:00 at the Radisson Hotel in Warwick.  The “Communication: Who’s Listening?” 

session will have participants examine the role that power plays in their interactions 
with those living with disabilities. It will give each attendee an opportunity to practice 

new ways of understanding and relating to people with intellectual disabilities.  
 

The cost is $75/person — please contact Rhonda Dowding at CPNRI  
at 401-773-7771 for more information. 

RI Celebrated ADA Anniversary 

My next meeting with DD families is scheduled for Thursday, October 15th  

from 4:00 — 6:00 at the Buttonwoods Community Center,  

3027 West Shore Road in Warwick.  I hope to see you there! 

SAVE THE DATE 


