SPRING 2019 ADVISING TIP SERIES

3-19-19

Gearing Up for Graduation

It's that time again! Fall registration for degree students begins on April 8« (some
students with disabilities and veterans will be able to register on the 3rd, while student-
athletes are able to register on the 4th).

As you know, students should apply to graduate a year before their expected
graduation date. To do that, they must submit an online application through MyRIC.
HOWEVER, to save some hassle down the road, before they apply to graduate,
encourage them to make sure they have verified their academic plan. In other words,
they need to make sure they are listed with the correct program, major(s) and
minor(s). Perhaps your advisee never dropped their original major, or added a minor,
but chose not to complete it. They must submit a Change of Curriculum form to
Records to remove that major or minor; the sooner they do this, the better. Once they
check their Academic Advisement Report and see that Records has made the necessary
changes, it's time to apply for graduation.

Other things to think about:

« students with nine or fewer credits to complete after the spring can take them in
the summer and participate in the commencement ceremony in May. They will
be August graduates.

e students receiving more than one degree (e.g. BS, BA, BSW) must apply for each
degree separately.

For more information about graduation, please go to this Records page:

htto:// - edu/recordsaffices Graduat _

Questions? Want screenshots? Please contact Michelle Brophy-Baermann

at facadvisingdirector@ric.edu.

Don't forget: Faculty Advising Guide, past semesters’ Advising Tips and more are

avallable at: https.//www.ric.edu/aavising/faculty.aspx. Just click on Faculty. You can
find Aavising FAQs at: http.//www.ric.edu/aavising/Pages/Frequently-Asked-
Questions.aspXx.
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3-22-19

Check your Advisees’ Midterm Grades

Midterm grades are due today, and that means you will be able to see how your
advisees are doing, perhaps even before advising them! Due to a policy change that
took effect in the fall, faculty must post midterm grades for ALL students, not just first-
year students, students on academic probation, or students with a C- or less.

To check midterm grades, once you're on your "My Advisees” page in MyRIC, select
your student as you would when you want to look at his or her Academic Advisement
Report or Unofficial Transcript (*View Student Details”). From the drop-down menu,
select “Grades.”
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You will then be able to see if any instructors have submitted midterm grades for this
advisee. If you don't see a “"Midterm Grades” tab, that means the student hasn’t
received any. If the tab is there, click on it to see the student’s posted midterm grades.

Questions? Want screenshots? Please contact Michelle Brophy-Baermann
at facadvisingdirector@ric.edu.

Don't forget: Faculty Aadvising Guide, past semesters’ Advising Tips, and more are
available at: http://www.ric.edu/aavising/Pages/default.aspx. Just click on Faculty. You

can find Advising FAQs at. http://www.ric.edu/advising/Pages/Frequently-Asked-
Questions.aspx.
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3-29-19

Telling an Advisee, “You're all Set.” What You May Mean vs. What
They May Hear

As you review an advisee’s transcript, you may tell him/her, “*You're all set.” You may
mean a number of things: the student is doing fine academically, or has chosen the
right courses for the upcoming semester, or has finished his/her major requirements.

The student may hear “all set” as “You're ready to graduate in May,” and then may be
surprised to find out he/she is not graduating (due to outstanding Gen Eds or major
requirements, or not having met the minimum 120 credits needed, etc.).

All undergraduate degree students who have reached 90 earned credits are sent an
email by Records telling them to apply online for graduation. This triggers an official
degree audit which is the official document that confirms degree completion and
eligibility for graduation.

So, you might consider replacing “You're all set” with “Looks like you're all set — have
you applied online for graduation yet? Your degree audit will confirm your eligibility for
graduation.”

You might also encourage students to check their own Academic Advisement Reports
(AAR) so that they can see their progress for themselves (Please see attachment that
you can print and provide to your advisees). In fact, this is something to consider doing
the very first time you meet with an advisee; unfortunately, many students don't realize
they have access to the AAR (or don’t understand how to read it). Doing this will also
encourage students to take responsibility for their academic progress. Too many times
students blame advisors when they don't graduate on time... students should be
reminded that, ultimately, while we are here to help guide them, they are responsible
for the choices they make.

Questions? Want screenshots? Please contact Michelle Brophy-Baermann

at facadvisingdirector@ric.edu.

Don't forget: Faculty Aadvising Guide, past semesters’ Advising Tips, and more are

available at: http.//www.ric.edu/advising/Pages/default.aspx. Just click on Faculty. You
can find Advising FAQs at: http.//www.ric.edu/advising/Pages/Frequently-Asked-
Questions.aspx.
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4-30-19

Saying Goodbye to the Core 3. Do You Have an Advisee Who
Needs It?

The very last Core 3 course is being offered this summer, in Session 1. Although it is
unlikely you will have an advisee who is still on the Old Gen Ed and who needs it, it's
not impossible. If you do come across such a student, you or the student should
contact Dr. Joan Dagle, Associate Dean, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, who will offer
choices for a substitute.

Questions? Want screenshots? Please contact Michelle Brophy-Baermann at

o cadvisinadi Dric.edu.

Don't forget: Faculty Aadvising Guide, past semesters’ Advising Tips and more are
available at: ﬁttpﬁmmaaadu[adusmg[ﬂagasfaLEaau[gLaspx You can find Aa’wsmg

nqg/Pa
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